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culture, and our very civilization.1' Such was my own appraisal.
I ran hither and thither searching for those who were willing to share
my evaluation.
An old comrade of mine, Ismat Pasha, was putting out a journal
named Sarnaran (The Warrior) from Kumbakonam.1 I can write
a great deal about this extraordinary man. He passed away some
time ago. While he lived he did some splendid things. That his efforts
ended in failure was a loss to progressive and democratic forces and
to political workers of integrity.
Ismat Pasha came to the Communist Party through the student
movement. During 1946-48 he served as a member of the editorial
committee of the Janasakthi. He was at that time about 20 years of
age. He had a B.A. degree and he had a marvellous flair for writing.
He translated The History of the C. P. S. U. (B), a history of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, into Tamil. He also gave to
Tamil such fine works as a biography of Jeevanandam and Julius
Fucik's Notes from the Gallows. His Tamil,style was at once novel
and simple. With a Marxist-materialist approach he tried to expose
the roots of the sham rationalists. He sought to shake them by
their roots and to push them down.
Ismat Pasha publicly condemned the Communist Party for being
blinded by a mere anti-Congress passion and for forging alliances
with political opportunists. He wrote publicly that the Communist
Party harboured within itself many Berias who would destroy it.
In the Soviet Communist Party Beria had occupied a position
second only to Stalin. It was later discovered that he was the cause for
many of the mistakes committed by Stalin. After Stalin's death,
Beria was accused of being a traitor and shot.
Thus when Ismat Pasha wrote publicly in Samaran, a pro-Commu-
nist journal, that there were Berias in the Indian Communist Party,
the leadership turned on him with fury. In a signed statement
Jeevanandam announced: "There is absolutely no connection or
relationship between Samaran and Janasakthi"'
It is a chronic disease of the Communist Party to embrace those
who are willing, for selfish reasons, to go along with it on a
particular issue even though they are fundamentally inimical to the
party. The other manifestation of the disease is the intolerance of the
party towards those who, though basically in accord with it, happen
to develop honest differences with it on specific issues. The disease
leads the party to frenzied efforts to make those persons brashtas